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On the morning of March 22, in the squatter communities of Puente del Rey and Barricada la Paz,
located in Panama Viejo, Panama City, riot squad police ("dobermans") armed with AK-47s burned
the homes of 400 families to the ground. The police were called to the scene by Mayor Abdiel
Omar Alemengor who claims ownership of the land. The home of community leader Leiva Batista
was destroyed while she and her family were inside. Other families were threatened, but refused
to leave. After the houses were destroyed, the police cordoned off the area. An indeterminate
number of US soldiers were present throughout, but did not directly participate. Community
residents remained in the area, awaiting a response from authorities to complaints of the illegal
destruction of their personal property. The 400 families have lived in Puente del Rey and Barricada
la Paz for over two years. In response to a petition by residents of both communities, the previous
government ruled that the land was owned by the state. Residents then initiated proceedings to
obtain permanent titles to their home lots. Households in similar circumstances have also been
ousted from San Miguelito and Las Mananitas, Tocumen neighborhood. [Basic data from 03/22/90
report by the Central American Human Rights Commission (CODEHUCA), San Jose, Costa Rica.
CODEHUCA is an independent human rights watchdog organization, having no affiliations with
governments or the Organization of American States. Information in the above report was received
from the National Human Rights Commission of Panama.]
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